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 Former Mississippi Democratic Party
Chairman Rickey Cole. State Rep. Jamie
Franks. Attorney General Jim Hood.
All three talk about their campaigns for
agriculture commissioner, lieutenant
governor and attorney general. PAGES 4, 5.

DGA chair predicts win
“It’s a real
opportunity in
2007 to change
the way people in
Mississippi and
across the country
think about
Democrats.”

Taking back
the Mississippi Capitol
 It can be done.
And it will be done
this fall. Mississippi
Democratic Party
Chairman Wayne
Dowdy tells you
why. PAGE 2.

— Kansas Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius,
chair of the
Democratic
Governors
Association

And the

winners

are ...
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Kansas Gov. Kathleen Sebelius, left, Democratic Governors Association chair, and state Rep. Alyce
Clarke of Jackson. Sebelius spoke at the Democratic Elected Officials Appreciation Dinner in March.

 Kansas governor
inspires Democrats
 Who are these people? And what awards
did they win at the Mississippi Democratic
Party’s 2007 Democratic Elected Officials
Appreciation Dinner? PAGE 3.
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By TERRY R. CASSREINO
The Mississippi Democrat

JACKSON – The chair of the Democratic Governors Association believes public
education, health care and other highprofile issues give Democratic candidates a
clear advantage in Mississippi’s statewide
elections this fall.
Kansas Gov. Kathleen Sebelius said
Democrats can reclaim the governor’s mansion and other statewide offices. Sebelius is
in her second term as governor in a traditionally Republican state.
“We are on our way back to reclaiming
(Kansas),” Sebelius said. “I’m here to tell
you from the heartland if we can do it in
Kansas, you can do it.”
Sebelius spoke to about 400 guests at

 ELECTION 2007
the Mississippi Democratic Party’s 2007
Democratic Elected Officials Appreciation
Dinner. The event was Friday, March 9, in
Jackson.
The governor also met with Democratic elected officials and state party leaders, discussing several important issues as
well as this year’s state, district and legislative elections.
The Democratic Party primary is set
for Aug. 7, with any necessary runoffs
slated for Aug. 28. The party nominees will
advance to the Nov. 6 general election.
Winners take office in January.
Besides Sebelius’ speech, Democrats
at the dinner honored several people for
their work – including state Rep. Willie J.
Perkins Sr. of Greenwood, who was named
outstanding legislator.
But it was Sebelius’ talk that drew

much of the attention.
“Gov. Sebelius laid it all out there on
the line for everyone to see,” said Wayne
Dowdy, chairman of the Mississippi Democratic Party.
“She pointed out that Democrats consistently back the right issues, the ones that
matter most to the average man and woman
in Mississippi and the ones that will get us
elected in November.”
Sebelius agreed, pointing to the November 2006 federal elections in which
voters made Democrats the majority party
in the U.S. Congress. People, she said, are
drawn to such important issues as education
and health care.
In fact, education is shaping up to be
the top issue this year.
After all, Republican Gov. Haley
Barbour fought basic public school funding
during his first three years in office only to

See WIN, page 2
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Schools, taxes key to winning

J

ACKSON – Basic funding for Mississippi public schools, reducing the sales
tax on groceries and raising the tax on
cigarettes no doubt will dominate this
year’s state and legislative elections.
Those issues deserve to be front-andcenter. Why? Because you’d be hardpressed to find anything else more relevant
to the day-to-day lives of most Mississippians than schools and taxes.
And that’s what makes this year’s elections so interesting.
For much of the last three years, we’ve
watched a Republican governor and his Republican allies in the state Senate kill just
about every proposal to raise the cigarette tax,
cut the grocery tax and fully fund education.
Last year, Haley Barbour vetoed two
bills to raise the cigarette tax and cut or
eliminate the grocery tax. This year, Haley
had Republican state Sen. Tommy Robertson do the dirty work and kill the issue.
Sudden about-face
There’s more. During his first three
years in office, Haley staunchly fought full
funding for the Mississippi Adequate Education Program – the state’s basic funding
for public schools.
Haley was ready to fight full funding
again this year. He called the MAEP an
artificial formula and originally proposed
under funding the program for the fiscal
year that starts July 1.
But in late December 2006, just days
before the start of the 2007 Legislature, Haley
had a sudden change of heart and said he

would support full
FROM THE
funding for the
CHAIRMAN . . .
MAEP this year and
every year afterward.
And that leads
to my next point: No
one can believe a
thing Haley says.
What’s to say he
won’t abruptly
change his mind
again and fight full
funding for the
MAEP if re-elected
Wayne Dowdy
to another four-year
term?
This is a seasoned, Republican politician who says one thing and then does
something completely different. Or, as our
party’s recent television ad so deftly put it,
Haley is two-faced on important issues.
Flip-flop on issues
Remember how Haley has said he’s for
reducing taxes, yet killed proposals to cut
or eliminate the grocery tax?
Remember how Haley has said he
wants to help people quickly recover from
Hurricane Katrina, yet a state agency he

“It’s time for Democrats
to hit the streets, make
the rounds, promote and
support our candidates
and win in November.”

controls has needlessly dragged its feet in
awarding grants to help victims?
Remember how Haley has taken credit
for increased education spending even
though much of the additional money paid
for a multi-year teacher raise that became
law before he took office?
We can make a difference in November.
The Mississippi Democratic Party and its candidates have the momentum to change the
course of the state – and help all Mississippians regardless of income level or race.
Democrats lead the way
Our party leaders, led by House
Speaker Billy McCoy of Rienzi, have
backed full funding for the MAEP every
year of Barbour’s administration. They will
continue to do so.
Our party leaders in the state House and
state Senate have repeatedly backed proposals
to raise the cigarette tax and cut the grocery
tax. They will continue to do so.
Our party leaders have opposed efforts by
Haley to fund Medicaid by raising the tax on
hospital beds, which no doubt would be passed
on to patients. They will continue to do so.
Now it’s up to us. It’s time for Democrats
to hit the streets, make the rounds, promote and
support our candidates and win in November.
While some people may say it will be
difficult for us this year, I strongly disagree
– especially when I think of all the issues
Democrats so staunchly support and all the
ideals in which we believe.
When I think about that, I know it’s a
great time to be a Democrat.

WIN, from Page 1
make a sudden about-face in December
before the start of the 2007 Legislature.
“Education is a big issue across the
country,” Sebelius said. “Democrats believe
that children have a right to opportunity and
(that) education is the doorway to opportunity.”
Sebelius said Democrats also believe
something is fundamentally wrong when
the richest country in the world “says it’s
OK for 47 million Americans not to have
access to health care.”
And she said U.S. veterans – the men
and women who have served overseas in
combat – deserve support and appreciation
for the sacrifices they and their families
have made.
Those veterans, she said, don’t deserve
the sub-par conditions at the Walter Reed
Army Medical Center – which has happened
on Republican President George W. Bush’s
clock during the war in Iraq.
“We shouldn’t stand for it any longer,”
Sebelius said.

Mississippi voters and Democratic Party
candidates can lead the state into a new era of
much-needed change, she said, because Democrats are pro-business, pro-education and
pro-health care.

“Voters are tired of politicians who
say one thing and then do another,” she
said. “It’s a real opportunity in 2007 to
change the way people in Mississippi and
across the country think about Democrats.”

Contact the Mississippi Democratic Party
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1583,
Jackson, MS 39215

Street address: 832 N. Congress St.,
Jackson, MS 39202

Phone Numbers
Office: (601) 969-2913
Toll-free: (888) 674-3367
Fax: (601) 354-1599

Wendi Hooks,
finance director
Phone extension: 228
E-mail: wendi@msdemocrats.net

Keelan Sanders,
executive director
Phone extension: 222
E-mail: keelan@msdemocrats.net

DeMiktric Biggs
field representative
Phone extension: 224
E-mail: demiktric@msdemocrats.net

Terry R. Cassreino
communications director
Phone extension: 223
E-mail: cassreino@msdemocrats.net

Rita Royals
field representative
Phone extension: 221
E-mail: rita@msdemocrats.net
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Democrats honor their own at annual spring dinner
from staff reports
JACKSON – A longtime state House
member from Greenwood took top honors
at the Mississippi Democratic Party’s 2007
Democratic Elected Officials Appreciation
Dinner.
State Rep. Willie J. Perkins Sr. of
Greenwood received the Evelyn Gandy
Award, given to the state legislator of the
year and named in honor of the former lieutenant governor.
The award was one of several given at
the annual dinner on Friday, March 9.
Other honors included the Outstanding
County Elected Official Award, given to
one person in each of the state’s four congressional districts.
Perkins has been a member of the
state House of Representatives since
1993. He chairs the House Local and
Private Committee and also serves on
such important House panels as County
Affairs, Judiciary A, Hurricane Recovery, Banking and Financial Services and
Ways and Means.
Perkins’ nomination letter cited several
accomplishments by the three-term lawmaker.
Among those are serving as president of the
Leflore County Branch of the NAACP.

Perkins

Shelton

Perkins previously served as a city
judge, a city prosecuting attorney and a city
public defender. He is currently serving as
the board attorney for the Leflore County
Board of Supervisors.
Perkins is married to the former
Sheriel Walker of Gulfport, the first black
mayor of Greenwood. They have five children: James, Takiyah, Jamilah, Jamal and
Ashaki.
The following Democrats in the state
won the Outstanding County Elected Official Award:
 Cecil Shelton of Grenada. The Grenada County supervisor received the award
for the 1st Congressional District. Shelton
has served on the county board of supervisors since 1989 and represents residents of

Carr

Ishee

District 4.
 Eddie Jean Carr of Jackson. Carr
received the award for the 2nd Congressional District. Carr is the Hinds County
chancery clerk. Because Carr was ill and
unable to attend the dinner, her husband,
Charles, accepted the award on her behalf.
 Mary Perry of Meridian. The longtime member of the Meridian City Council
received the award for the 3rd Congressional District. Perry has served on the city
council since 1999. Democratic Party leaders said they are proud to have Perry on
their team.
 Larry Ishee of Jones County. The
Jones County circuit clerk received the
award for the 4th Congressional District.

PHOTO BY NICK WILSON

Claude McInnis, executive vice chair of
the Mississippi Democratic Party, and
Mary Perry, named outstanding elected
official for the 3rd Congressional District.
Perry has served on the Meridian City
Council since 1999.

Larry Coleman, chair of the Jones County
Democratic Executive Committee, credited
Ishee with showing vision for the future of
the Democratic Party in Jones County and
throughout the state of Mississippi.

Publish your news in The Mississippi Democrat
from staff reports
JACKSON – Publish news about your
Democratic Party organization in the July
2007 edition of the quarterly newspaper – The
Mississippi Democrat.
You also can publicize your political
events, especially during the 2007 campaign
season. Or brag about an award or honor a
fellow Democrat recently received.
Submit your news or event announcements by fax, by e-mail or by regular U.S.
Postal Service mail to Terry R. Cassreino, the
Mississippi Democratic Party communications director.
Send them by fax to (601) 354-1599,
by e-mail to cassreino@msdemocrats.net or
by the U.S. Postal Service to P.O. Box
1583, Jackson, MS 39215.
Here are some general guidelines:
 Please try to limit your news stories
and other submissions to about 400-450

words, although exceptions can be made in
some cases if discussed in advance.
 If you are writing about an award or
honor that a fellow Democrat received,
please send details about the honor and a
photo of the recipient (preferably a jpeg file
sent by e-mail).
 If you are submitting information
about an upcoming event, please include
the name, the sponsoring organization, the
dates, the hours and any admission charges.
 If you are submitting a photo, please
fully identify everyone in the picture from
left to right and explain a little about what
is happening or has happened.
And remember: all submissions may
be edited for length, clarity and content.
Deadline to make the July 2007 edition is
June 8. For more information, call Cassreino at
the party headquarters at (601) 969-2913. or,
toll-free, (888) 674-3367.

Precinct captains, volunteers hold voter registration drives
JACKSON – In April and May, Mississippi precinct captains and precinct volunteers
will hold voter registration drives at festivals, biker conventions, political rallies and
even parking lots.
Joyce Isaacs, vice chair of the Madison
Democratic Executive Committee, is known to
carry voter registration applications in her

purse and approach folks at store parking lots.
Join Joyce and 699 other precinct volunteers and register new Democrats. Voter
registrations materials are available at the
state party headquarters. New door hangers
for canvassing are available also.
Call (601) 969-2913 or (88) 674-3367.
– Mississippi Democratic Party

PAGE 4  THE MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRAT  APRIL 2007

WWW.MSDEMOCRATS.NET

Cole vows end to Lester Spell’s do-nothing reign
Editor’s Note: This is the first of three
articles in this edition of The Mississippi
Democrat written by party nominees for
state office. All other statewide offices have
competitive Democratic Party primaries.

J

ACKSON – Mississippi is blessed
with the richest land this side of
the Valley Nile, a climate with
nearly 300 frost-free days; abundant water resources; native timber that
grows tall, straight and fast; and a work
ethic among our people that is unequalled in this country.
Yet those who work the land and process its products are too often considered
“the working poor.”
I lived and worked on our family truck
farm for most of my life.
As the “greenman,” delivering fresh
produce from our farm to supermarkets,
wholesalers and fruit stands all over
South Mississippi and New Orleans, I
learned first-hand that we could competitively produce, in season, many of the
fresh fruits and vegetables you see in
your local supermarket – and many of
the fresh meat, poultry, fish, floral and
dairy products, too.

In other states,
THE
agriculture offiNOMINEES
cials take the lead
SPEAK
role in helping
small and mediumsized local producers get connected
with the local buyers who want to
buy their fresh
products.
We should not
rely on huge bulk
processors. We
have to concentrate
Rickey Cole,
on freshness and
Democratic Party
quality, and with
nominee for
the high costs of
Commissioner
of
fuel, there is a
Agriculture and
clear costCommerce
advantage in developing local
markets for local producers.
Imagine what a great marketingassistance program we could have developed with the $55 million that Republican
Agriculture Commissioner Lester Spell
wasted on the failed cull-cow plant.
We don’t need to be in the “cull” busi-

“Imagine what a
great marketingassistance program
we could have
developed with the
$55 million that
Republican Agriculture
Commissioner
Lester Spell
wasted on the failed
cull-cow plant.”

ness; we need to be in the quality, valueadded business.
Just as an example, consider the
population growth in metropolitan Memphis and think about the opportunities for
fruit and vegetable growers, dairy farmers and processors, cattlemen and meat
packers, organic farms and other producers in our state willing to cater to the

Paid for by the Angela Cockerham campaign

specific, fresh quality needs of that huge
market.
In 12 years, Spell said nothing about
the fact that our Delta is home to the richest
land, yet the poorest people.
He said nothing during the Hurricane Katrina recovery to insist that Mississippi forest products be given preference in construction.
When Bryan meat processors in West
Point closed, he said nothing to save one of
our state’s oldest and largest employers (I
reckon he didn’t want to mention any kind
of meat processing).
When legislation came up to help our
state’s 175 remaining dairy farmers recover
from Katrina, he said nothing, and the bills
died in his fellow Republican Sen. Tommy
Robertson’s committee.
You know that I will speak up.
We can do better for Mississippi agriculture. We just need to use common sense
for a change. I respectfully ask for your
active, vocal support.

Rickey Cole is the former chairman of
the Mississippi Democratic Party.
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Franks: ‘I have the experience, backbone’ for the job

J

ACKSON – I am running for lieutenant governor because I have the
experience, backbone and determination to make sure Mississippians
are the focus of the Senate and not special interests.
I’m running to stop the state Senate
from rubber-stamping the agenda of the
governor, no matter how much harm his
agenda would do to our people.
As lieutenant governor, I will work
to bring good paying jobs to our local
towns and communities; to make sure
education is fully funded from kindergarten through graduate school; to make
sure the elderly, frail and disabled have
access to affordable healthcare; to end
our state’s dependence on foreign oil by
employing the work and the resources of
the people of Mississippi; and to clean
up the undue influence of special interest
groups on our state government.
As a member of the state House of
Representatives for the past 12 years, I have
been proud to represent an area where
many thought a Democrat couldn’t win.

“There is something
fundamentally wrong
with elected officials who
think it’s OK
to place the highest
tax on groceries
in the nation on
the backs of some
of the poorest
people in the nation.”
The people who elected me for the first
time as a 22-year-old recognize that I am a
person who keeps my word and who fights
hard for the values we Mississippians hold
dear.
At the state Capitol, I’ve been a strong
voice for my home constituents, and now I
want to be a strong voice for all Mississippians.

Over the past
THE
four years, the
NOMINEES
governor and the
SPEAK
Republican leadership of the Senate
have joined hands
to stop even the
most commonsense steps we
tried to take on
behalf of our citizens.
For example:
incredibly, and
despite the overwhelming support
Jamie Franks,
of Mississippians
the Democratic
of all ages, races
Party nominee
and economic levfor lieutenant
els, the governor
governor, now
held sway over the
serves in the
Senate and stopped
state House.
the common-sense
effort to lower our grocery taxes and raise
taxes on cigarettes.
There is something fundamentally

wrong with elected officials who think it’s
OK to place the highest tax on groceries in
the nation on the backs of some of the poorest people in the nation. Yet, the Senate
bowed to the governor on this issue and on
many other issues just as bad.
After four years, we clearly see that
the interests served by this administration are not the interests of the average
Mississippian.
The two GOP candidates for this office
have pledged their undying support of the
governor and his programs. So, I am going
to do everything in my power to make sure
that unholy stronghold on our state Senate
is broken.
The Constitution guarantees separation
of powers – it’s time we got back to that
idea in the state Senate.
I ask for your vote and support on
Nov. 6.
Jamie Franks, an attorney from
Mooreville, has served in the state House of
Representatives since 1996. Franks is
making his first run for a statewide office.

Hood: Fighting daily to protect everyone in Mississippi

J

ACKSON – When I became district
attorney in North Mississippi, I
quickly learned that while the law
had tremendous protections for
criminal defendants there was much that
needed to be done for crime victims and
those who cannot fight for themselves.
That’s why when I became attorney
general, I promised to fight for crime victims’ rights and to protect those who cannot
protect themselves.
Over the last four legislative sessions,
my office has worked hand-in-hand with
legislators to take tremendous steps to protect crime victims, fight illegal drugs and
protect our most vulnerable citizens – our
children and senior citizens.
In 2004, we worked with the Legislature to move the Crime Victim Compensation Program to the Attorney General’s
Office.
Over the last three years, this division,
renamed the Victim Compensation Division, has provided more than $3.5 million

in financial assisTHE
tance and support
NOMINEES
services to victims
SPEAK
of crime and their
families to pay for
things like funeral
expenses for murdered loved ones,
medical care, rehabilitation and counseling services.
During the
2007 legislative
session, we again
worked with leadJim Hood,
ers at the Capitol to
the Democratic
do even more when
state attorney
it comes to protectgeneral, is
ing victims of
seeking a
crime.
second straight
From increasterm in office.
ing the amount a
family can receive for funeral costs to
allowing a victim of sexual assault to

DON’T FORGET:
THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY
PRIMARY IS
TUESDAY, AUG. 7

“Over the last four
legislative sessions,
my office has worked
hand-in-hand with
legislators to take
tremendous steps to protect
crime victims, fight illegal
drugs and protect our most
vulnerable citizens –
our children and
senior citizens.”

have their assailant tested for HIV, the
state of Mississippi is taking tremendous
strides in improving the rights of crime
victims, and I am proud that our office is
leading that effort.
Not only have we secured legislation
that protects crime victims, we have also
worked with lawmakers to protect children
from sexual predators who would do harm
to children by any means including the
Internet.
This most recent session we worked to
pass a law that prevents convicted sexual
offenders from coming within 500 feet of a
school.

In addition, working with the Department of Public Safety and leaders in
the House of Representatives and Senate,
we made Mississippi one of the first
states in the nation to implement the requirements of the 2006 Adam Walsh Act
passed by Congress.
This landmark legislation allows our
state’s law enforcement to better track convicted sexual predators, puts tougher restrictions on their movement, and requires
them to carry licenses that identifies them
as a sexual predator.
In 2005, I worked with the law enforcement community and the Legislature
to fight the scourge of crystal methamphetamine by getting a law passed that restricted the access to the key ingredients
used to manufacture the drug. The result,
in less than two short years, is that we have
seen a 71 percent decrease in meth labs
statewide.
Our legislative successes this year and
years past clearly demonstrate what can be
accomplished if we work together to fight
crime and better protect Mississippi’s families. I plan to continue that fight at the state
Capitol and with law enforcement.
Jim Hood, a former district attorney for
the 3rd Circuit Court District and a former
assistant state attorney general, was elected
state attorney general in November 2003.
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Democratic Party car tag helps state office
By KEELAN SANDERS
The Mississippi Democrat

JACKSON – Tag, you’re it!
On Friday, April 13, 2007, a proposal
state lawmakers approved during the 2007
Legislature officially became law making it
possible for a Mississippi Democratic Party
specialty car tag.
The law will allow anyone in Mississippi to proclaim their party affiliation by
proudly displaying the fact they are Democrats. The bill takes effect July 1.
Mississippi Democratic Party officials
thanked state legislators who made this
possible. Besides touting party affiliation,
buying a Democratic Party car tag also will
help raise money for the state organization.
The specialty car tag will cost you
$30 extra, above-and-beyond what you

DEMOCRATIC
CAR TAG
 The tag: A specialty car tag
promoting the Mississippi Democratic
Party will cost $30 more than what you
normally would pay for a license plate.
 The list: The party needs 300 people
to commit to a tag before production
begins. Call Wendi Hooks at (601) 9692913 to add your name to the list.
normally pay for a vehicle license plate. Of
the extra fee, $24 will go directly to the
Mississippi Democratic Party.
But wait. Your work isn’t done yet.

DON’T MISS OUT!
ADVERTISING DEADLINE IS JUNE 8
FOR THE JULY EDITION OF

THE MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRAT

In order for the state to begin printing
the specialty tags, the Mississippi Democratic Party will need 300 people to commit
to purchasing the new tag.
If you are interested in purchasing a
Mississippi Democratic Party specialty tag,
please call the state party headquarters in
Jackson at (601) 969-2913 or, toll free,
(888) 674-3367.
You’ll also need to call your county tax
collector’s office to reserve a Democratic

Party tag once they become available.
The Mississippi Democratic Party specialty car tag program can help secure a
reliable source of funding for the state
party.
While it obviously won’t fund everything that the party needs, it nonetheless
will help fill in fundraising gaps on an annual basis. So spread the news and encourage others in your community to purchase a
Democratic Party car tag.

For rates and details about access to voter files,
contact DeMiktric Biggs at the
Mississippi Democratic Party.
Call (601) 969-2913 or (888) 674-3367, ext. 224.
E-mail: demiktric@msdemocrats.net

BEST WISHES TO THE DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES!
from

ELMER L. “LOUIS” FONDREN
CANDIDATE FOR GOVERNOR
E-mail: fondrenlouis@cableone.net
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Federation unites
women Democrats
By RITA ROYALS
The Mississippi Democrat

100 South Main Street
PO Box 787
Booneville, Mississippi 38829
(800) 492-0362
(662) 728-3138
www.langstonlaw.com

DON’T MISS
OUT!

THE MISSISSIPPI
DEMOCRAT

•Half-page color ads
•Quarter-page ads
•Eighth-page ads
•Business card ads

Advertise with us in our July
2007 edition and reach
10,000 households across
the state —
before the
August party
primary!

The back-page color
ad and an inside color
ad already are SOLD!

ADVERTISING DEADLINE:
5 p.m. JUNE 8, 2007

Reserve your ad space

NOW!

To reserve ad space, call
Wendi Hooks, finance
director of the Mississippi
Democratic Party in Jackson.

(601) 969-2913

The Mississippi
Democratic Party

JACKSON – The Mississippi Federation of Democratic Women hopes to unite
women in the Democratic Party of Mississippi, encouraging them to participate at
every level of the state party.
At the federation’s state convention on
Saturday, April 28, the Women’s Campaign
Training Academy will take place from 9
a.m. to 12:15 p.m. at the state Capitol.
There, speakers are expected to discuss
such vital topics as campaign finance reporting, crafting your political message,
raising money for your campaign and working with the media.
After the Training Academy, the Democratic Women of Distinction Awards
Luncheon and Silent Auction is scheduled
from 12:15 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Capitol.
Tickets for the luncheon and a Friday
evening reception featuring Democratic
candidates are $20 each. Convention attendance, the Training Academy, the Saturday luncheon and the Friday reception
cost $35.
State Sen. Alice
Harden of Jackson is the 20062008 president of
the federation and
Mary
Katherine
Brown of Vicksburg is the 2007
Convention chair.
The 2006-2008
federation officers,
Harden
chosen from across
Mississippi, include
Janice Majers of Saltillo; Deloris Lee of
Jackson; Jane Lindsey of Biloxi; and
Corinne Anderson of Jackson.
In addition to the state convention, the
federation organizes a Legislative Day at
the state Capitol where Democratic women
are recognized in both chambers of the
Legislature.
The newest chapter, the Jones County
Federation of Democratic Women, brought
27 members by bus to the March 2007 Leg-

DEMOCRATIC
WOMEN
 The Group: The Mississippi
Federation of Democratic Women
was organized to unite women in the
Mississippi Democratic Party.
 The Convention: The group’s
state convention is Saturday, April
28, at the Mississippi Capitol and
features the Women’s Campaign
Training Academy from 9 a.m.12:15 p.m.
 Key officer: State Sen. Alice
Harden of Jackson serves as the
federation’s 2006-2008 president.
Harden has been a state lawmaker
since 1988.
 More information: Call Harden at
(601) 359-3221 or (601) 922-3426.
You also can call the
Mississippi Democratic Party state
headquarters at (601) 969-2913 or,
toll-free, (888) 674-3367.

islative Day.
Democratic women organized in
1983 as the Mississippi Federation of
Democratic Women after meeting at a
Democratic Party State Executive Committee meeting.
The federation’s first officers were
Linda Ross Aldy, Corinne Anderson, Sudie
Kay Bassett and Ruth Shirley.
The federation now has representatives
on the Mississippi Federation of Democratic Women Standing Committee of the
State Executive Committee.
The group also became affiliated as a
full member state with the National Federation of Democratic Women.
Members of the Mississippi Federation
of Democratic Women may attend the National Federation of Democratic Women
Convention in Charlotte, N.C., on May 30June 3.

RE-ELECT
JEFF SMITH
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
DISTRICT 39 LOWNDES COUNTY
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Candidates begin 2007 campaigns early
 Detailed game plan
sets strategy for politicos
By DEMIKTRIC BIGGS,
JAY PARMLEY and
TERRY R. CASSREINO
The Mississippi Democrat

JACKSON – The qualifying deadline
is history – and candidates across Mississippi are posting signs, shaking hands and
giving speeches in hopes of gaining an advantage over opponents.
It’s never too early to begin campaigning for state, district, legislative or county
office because the time you spend not doing
so is time – and a distinct advantage – your
opponent gains.
With the Aug. 7 Democratic Party
primary and the Nov. 6 general election fast
approaching, candidates already should
have a clear game plan and a dedicated staff
of workers and volunteers ready to hit the
streets.
Seasoned incumbents likely began
work weeks ago as they or their campaign
volunteers began making phone calls and
meeting with community and business leaders seeking support.
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At the same time, first-time candidates
with little or no political experience are left
wondering when they should start campaigning. The answer to that is simple:
They should have started yesterday.
But even if candidates haven’t started
their campaign, it’s not the end of the world
or their candidacy. They’ll just need to
place more effort in trying to make up for
lost time.
Frustrations begin
Whether candidates are seasoned
pros or novice politicos, they more than
likely will face an onslaught of frustrations throughout the election season –
and that can include everything from vol-

PHOTO BY DEMIKTRIC BIGGS

More than 90 people attended a March 31-April 1 campaign training seminar sponsored
by the Mississippi Democratic Party and Democracy for America.

unteer staffing to media relations and
campaign finance issues.
One of the most frustrating obstacles

for first-time candidates is overcoming a
lack of name recognition. These are folks

See CAMPAIGN, page 9
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CAMPAIGN, from Page 8
who decide to seek office even though
they rarely have been in the public light
or gained serious media attention.
That problem, however, is easily
solved.
If candidates haven’t done so already,
they should immediately join community,
civic and neighborhood groups.
Or, at the very least, they should actively look for speaking opportunities before those groups so they can introduce
themselves and discuss key, high-profile
campaign issues.
There is no event or group too small to
attend.
Word of mouth is an important part of
improving name recognition. It’s quick and
easy to do. Remember that every person in
a room or in a group also knows many
other people with whom they communicate
on a regular basis.
That’s why it’s so important to visit
civic and neighborhood groups as often as
possible.
Campaign fundraising
Another common frustration is campaign financing, particularly when a candidate is battling a well-funded incumbent Republican.
The key here is not to panic.

 ELECTION 2007
Candidates need money to mount an
effective campaign and that should be a
top priority. For starters, make a list of
family, friends, business associates and
church members who might be potential
donors.
Once a candidate compiles a list, he or
she must decide how much money to ask
each individual to contribute and the
method in which you will ask. The most
common ways are in person, on the phone
or by writing a letter.
Also, don’t forget to focus on the issues because incumbent Republican lawmakers and challengers often blindly have
followed or will follow the lead of GOP
Gov. Haley Barbour.
And Barbour has been on the wrong
side of reducing the state sales tax on
groceries (he vetoed the issue twice)
raising the state cigarette tax (he vetoed
that twice) and fully funding public
schools (he fought it three straight
years).
This takes work. It takes dogged determination. And it increases your possibility
of winning even if you are up against a
well-funded Republican or have little name

PHOTO BY DEMIKTRIC BIGGS

Von Anderson of Jackson, left, orders training materials at the Mississippi Democratic
Party-DFA campaign training seminar. Kate Jacobson sits in the background and Matt
Blizek with DFA is on the right.

recognition.
The keys to success are choosing your
battles carefully; being consistent with the
people and the media; and challenging your

opponent on specific issues and their voting
record.
It’s all part of the successful campaign,
one you must start now.
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Need help raising money? Try these proven ideas
By WENDI HOOKS
The Mississippi Democrat

JACKSON – There are two keys to
fundraising – the ask and the list.
If you do not ask, you will not receive
money. Building “the list” is essential to
targeting donors.
Fundraising for campaigns and
county parties are similar, but often require different tactics for list building
and asking.
Before I go into detail regarding the
keys and breakdown campaign and
county fundraising, I want to give you 12
basic tenets for fundraising that apply to
all aspects.
12 Tenets of Fundraising
 You won’t receive any money
unless you ask for it.
 The most effective fundraiser is the
most focused person.
 A personal approach is always more
effective.
 Don’t assume that someone won’t
contribute; give them the opportunity to say
no.
 Don’t be afraid to ask for a large
amount of money.

 You must be willing to ask more
than once for a contribution.
 People who give once are the ones
who are most likely to contribute again.
 The amount of money raised is directly related to how much effort is put into
the project.
 The greatest idea won’t raise money
unless someone at some point in the process specifically asks for it.
 It takes as much time and effort to
ask for $1,000 as it does for $10.
 Use people to their full potential.
If someone can raise money, they should
not be licking stamps and stuffing envelopes.
Campaign Fundraising
“The List”
The list is made up of four components
– relational, ideological, ax-grinders/
aversion and access.
When starting your list, don’t worry
about anything other than names. Start with
relational – people with whom you have a
personal relationship and who have a personal interest in you winning.
Ideological contacts are individuals or

ELECTION 2007:
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groups who share your ideology, ethnic or
cultural perspective and will care less about
your viability than your prospects.
The third group is made up of individuals who have an ax to grind with
your opponent. Most likely these people
will come to you, but you may have to
look for them. The easiest way this can
be done is if your opponent has held
elective office and has made enemies
with certain voters.
The last group is made up of people
who want access to you once you won your
election. Don’t count on this group when
planning your campaign budget and finance
plan. They will seek you out to gain your
favor.
Once you have completed your list,

write down their contact information, how
much you think each person can give your
campaign and how (the tactic) you plan to
get the money from them.
Remember, your fundraising list is
composed of the following groups of
people:
 Relational: family, friends, coworkers, church members, alumni or organizational members.
 Ideological: Democratic donors;
issue related groups such as educational,
environmental, union, etc.; business/work
associates; acquaintances; ethnic or cultural; alumni; and organizational.
 Ax-grinders/aversion: Individuals or
organizations that will not support your
opponent.
 Access: Individuals who have a
personal stake in your election or believe
that your election will increase their own
personal power in some way.
The Ask – tactics
There are five common ways to raise
money for your campaign. Use your list and
contacts to figure out how you plan to reach
potential donors.

See FUNDRAISING, page 11

NOT THE BIGGEST AD. THE MOST IMPORTANT AD.

“GOVERNOR COMPTON”
WELCOME TO THE REVOLUTION:
Universal Health Care, $1 Lottery to Fund Education,
$1.50 Cigarette Tax, 20% Whiskey Tax.
E-mail: governorcompton@aol.com

Thanks for supporting
me last year in my
run for U.S. senator.
— Rep. Erik Fleming,
House District 72

THE CLOCK IS TICKING
As the August party primary and the November
general election fast approach, The
Mississippi Democrat — the Mississippi
Democratic Party’s quarterly newspaper —
offers you a great opportunity to target your
message to active, voting Democrats across
Mississippi.

YOUR AD CAN GO HERE!
The Mississippi Democrat circulates
to about 10,000 households across
the state. We offer the best
advertising bargain in Mississippi.
ACT FAST! Our full-color back page
ad and a full-color inside ad already
have been sold for July.
Other prime slots will go quickly.
We are selling half-page, quarter page,
eighth page and business card ads!
To reserve ad space, call Wendi Hooks at
(601) 969-2913 or, toll-free, (888) 674-3367.
Ad deadline is June 8!

The Mississippi
Democratic Party
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FUNDRAISING, from Page 10
Next is a list of tactics. I have arranged
them in the most effective and cost-efficient
order.
 Personal or face-to-face.
 Phone call.
 Solicitation letter.
 Surrogate or finance committee.
 Events.
County party fundraising
“The List”
The best place to start when putting
together a fundraising plan is to prepare
“the list.” The list should contain every
possible contributor you can think of and
the level at which each can be expected to
give. Suggestions of how to build your list
include the following:
 Past county donors.
 Donors to the state Democratic
Party.
 Donors to municipal, county, legislative, statewide and federal candidates.
 Donors to interest groups.
 Elected officials.
 Candidates, current and past.
Types/tactics of fundraising
There are many ways to raise money
for political parties. The most important
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thing to remember is to keep it personal.
It’s also important to keep the cost of
hosting the event as low as possible to increase your profit.
Ways to keep costs down include looking for donated food, finding a free site and
asking a local elected official or prominent
community member or civic leader to
speak.
The following is a list of some successful fundraising tools:
 Personal solicitation.
 Dinners such as barbecues, fish
fries, beans and greens, spaghetti dinners,
soup dinners, pot luck or catered.
 Raffles.
 Bake sales.
 Auctions.
 Garage sales.
 Receptions, coffees and teas.
 Direct mail solicitation
Other money makers include the
following:
 Dances.
 Specialty sales.
 In-kind gifts.
 Booths at local events, such as getting a booth at the county fair or local festi-

val and sell items such as pins, bumper
stickers or T-shirts. You also can hold a
raffle
 Pass the hat at county executive
committee meetings.
Remember to have fun and enjoy the
event. Always make sure that you have sent
invitations by mail or e-mail and to followup with a phone call.
Fundraising recap
The first tenet of fundraising that I
outlined earlier was that you won’t receive
any money unless you ask for it – and any
fundraiser knows that you never pass up an
opportunity to ask.
So, I am taking this opportunity to
ask for your financial support to the Mississippi Democratic Party today by joining one of our sustaining clubs or with a
general donation.
The Finance Council is made up of
members who give at least $1,000 annually
to the party. This can be a monthly donation of $85, a quarterly donation of $250 or
an annual donation of $1,000.
The Yellow Dog Democrat Club is
made up of donors who give $120 for a
single membership or $240 for a family
membership annually to the party. This can

also be a monthly donation of $10 or $20 or
an annual donation of $120 or $240.
You can join a donor club online today with a credit or debit card by going to
www.actblue.com/page/msdonorsclubs.
To make a general donation to our
2007 election efforts today with a credit or
debit card you can go to www.actblue.com/
page/msdemocrats.
All donations can be mailed to the
party headquarters at P.O. Box 1583,
Jackson, MS 39215. Simply complete
the coupon found at the bottom of this
page and at the bottom of page 12. Then
mail it in.
Thank you for your support and good
luck with your fundraising. I can be
reached at the party headquarters at (601)
969-2913, toll-free at (888) 674-3367 or by
e-mail at wendi@msdemocrats.net
The five C’s:
A step-by-step of “The Ask”
 Connect
 Context
 Commit
 Catapult
 Confirm.
And always remember to thank your
donors.

FINANCE COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP FORM

Attorney General Jim Hood

I choose to pay my dues in the following manner:
Quarterly - $250 on the First of January, April, July & October
Monthly - $85 on the First of every month

Protecting Mississippi’s Families

Monthly Bank Draft - this

amount every month

Annually - please find my check in the amount of $
Name:
Address:
City:

State:

County:

Congressional District:

Home Phone:

Zip Code:
Work Phone:

Employer:
Occupation:

The Attorney General Jim Hood
Campaign
P.O. Box 16647
Jackson, MS 39236
(601) 936-5840
Paid for by The Attorney General Jim Hood Campaign

E-Mail:

Authority to Draft my Bank Account
(Please Print)
TO:
This is your authority to pay and charge
(Your Bank Name)
to my account checks drawn in the amount of $
monthly to the MISSISSIPPI
DEMOCRATIC PARTY. This authorization will remain in force until revoked by me in writing.
Witness my signature, this the

day of

Name:
Account Number:
Signature:

Routing Number:

, 20

.

PAGE 12  THE MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRAT  APRIL 2007

WWW.MSDEMOCRATS.NET

MANAGING YOUR CAMPAIGN
Here are some tips and a suggested timeline for successfully running a
political campaign. Some of these tips were discussed in greater detail at a
campaign workshop March 31 and April 1 sponsored by the Mississippi
Democratic Party and Democracy for America.
Through today
 Make sure you’ve filled out the necessary paperwork for the Mississippi
Ethics Commission and the Mississippi Secretary of State’s Office.
 Develop a Campaign Plan. This
plan will consist of a budget and a field
plan that will guide your campaign.
You are still soliciting campaign contributions from your donor lists.
 Monitor your campaign finances
closely; check the campaign finance
reporting calendar; and don’t miss
your deadlines for filing campaign
finance disclosure reports.
June-July
 Your campaign is now working on
voter contact. Voter contact includes
door-to-door canvassing in neighborhoods, making phone calls to targeted
registered voters and sending direct
mail pieces.

 This is the time you should be visible
within the community and district, seeing and talking to as many voters as
possible. At this point, voters should
associate you with your campaign.
 Attend as many civic group and
neighborhood association meetings
as possible to help spread your message and increase name recognition
and voter awareness.
Aug. 1
 Aggressively campaign during the
week before the primary. A final
round of phone bank calls, a direct
mail piece, or a canvass work well.
Aug. 7
 Democratic Primary
Aug. 8
 Start planning and campaigning
for the November general election.

YELLOW DOG DEMOCRAT CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM
Family Membership
( ) Annual membership dues of $240
( ) $20 Monthly bank draft authorization

Single Membership
( ) Annual membership dues of $120
( ) $10 Monthly bank draft authorization
PHOTO BY DEMIKTRIC BIGGS

Name:

Former Gov. William Winter talks to candidates and volunteers on March 31, the first day
of a two-day campaign workshop. The Mississippi Democratic Party and Democracy for
America co-sponsored the workshop where people running for county, legislative, district
and statewide offices learned how to budget their campaigns, plan effective advertising
and work better with the news media.

Address:
City:

State:

County:

Congressional District:

Home Phone:

Zip Code:
Work Phone:

Employer:
Occupation:

THE MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRAT

E-Mail:

Authority to Draft my Bank Account
(Please Print)
TO:
This is your authority to pay and charge
(Your Bank Name)
to my account checks drawn in the amount of $
monthly to the MISSISSIPPI
DEMOCRATIC PARTY. This authorization will remain in force until revoked by me in writing.
Witness my signature, this the

day of

Name:
Account Number:
Signature:

, 20

.

Submit announcements.
Submit stories.
Buy an ad.
Don’t miss the July 2007 edition.
Ad and Story Deadline: June 8

Routing Number:

Call: (601) 969-2913
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Q&A: Campaign finances, voter file and the media
from staff reports
JACKSON – No matter what happens
in the Democratic Party primary and the
November general election, one thing is an
inescapable fact: Political campaigns are
complicated, costly, time-consuming and
exhausting.
This election season, however, the
Mississippi Democratic Party is in a position to help candidates in ways that were
not possible years ago – from helping target
specific voters to keeping candidates on
message.
Here are some commonly asked questions and answers about this year’s campaign season and what you can expect from
the party office.
Q: How much money does it cost to run
a campaign?
A: Every race is unique and requires a
different amount of money. To determine how
much you need to win, you must put together a
campaign plan and budget. A typical general
election race for the state Legislature (with no
party primary) should have a budget of about
$75,000.
Q: What should I put in my campaign budget?
A: A modern, winning campaign
budget should include staff, overhead, research, visibility and voter contact. A campaign manager and possibly a fundraiser or
volunteer coordinator should be listed un-
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der staff.
Under overhead you should include
your campaign headquarters, phones, fundraising, Internet, utilities and miscellaneous. Research should include opposition
research, a benchmark poll, tracking polls
and voter file.
Visibility consists of sign and push
cards. Under voter contact you should include paid phone banks, direct mail, postage, “get-out-the-vote” and media
(television, radio and newspaper ads).
Keep in mind this is just a guideline.
You aren’t required to have all of the above
and you may have a category that isn’t
listed.
You should list anything that is being
donated or an in-kind contribution. For
example, your headquarters may be donated
and a campaign worker may be donating
his or her time.
Your budget should look similar to this
example: Staff, 12 percent; overhead, 3
percent; research, 18 percent; visibility, 1
percent; and voter contact, 66 percent.

ELECTION 2007: VOTER FILE
For rates and details,
contact DeMiktric Biggs at the
Mississippi Democratic Party.

Call (601) 969-2913 or (888) 674-3367,
ext. 224.
E-mail: demiktric@msdemocrats.net

Q: How can I raise money?
A: The quickest way to raise money is
through a group/level that many fundraisers
call relational. This group consists of family, friends, co-workers, church members,
alumni or organizational members. These
are all people with whom you have a personal relationship. Make a list of all of
these people.
Once you have completed your list,
write down how much you think each person can give to your campaign and how you
plan to get the money from them. The most
effective way to solicit money from this
group is in person. The second most effective way is by a phone call from you.
Q: What is the best way to promote
my candidacy?
A: The best way to promote your candidacy is in person. If possible, you should go to
every door of every registered voter in your
district. If this isn’t possible, you should target
and meet the voters that are most likely to vote
for you Nov. 6.
Q: Will the party offer campaign
training?
A: Yes. The Mississippi Democratic
Party and Democracy for America sponsored an intensive, two-day campaign training workshop on Saturday, March 31, and
Sunday, April 1. Among other things, the
sessions offered candidates advice on managing their campaign, raising money and
working with the media.
The Mississippi Democratic Party
plans to sponsor another round of training
this summer, but the dates, times, locations and training topics have not been
determined.
If you are interested, call Rita Royals
or DeMiktric Biggs at the Mississippi Democratic Party headquarters at (601) 9692913 or, toll-free, (888) 674-3367. You can
e-mail Royals at rita@msdemocrats.net or
Biggs at demiktric@msdemocrats.net.
Q: What is the voter file?
A: The voter file, or what’s commonly
referred to as the voter rolls, is the list of
registered voters in a particular county.
What makes the voter file more unique is
the fact that it offers more information such
as voter history, party preference (where
applicable), phone numbers and some targeted issue-related information.
Q: How much does it cost to access
the voter file?
A: Rates for access to the voter file
vary based on several factors. If you are
interested, contact DeMiktric Biggs at the
Mississippi Democratic Party headquarters
in Jackson at (601) 969-2913 or, toll-free,
(888) 674-3367. You also can e-mail him at

demiktric@msdemocrats.net.
Q: How can I benefit from the voter
file?
A: The voter file provides a candidate
with benefits that include, but are not limited to, the ability to produce call lists for
phone banking and the ability to produce
walk lists for canvassing, mailing labels
and a more efficient and effective way to
conduct your “get out the vote” activities.
Q: What
do you mean
by “get out
the vote”?
A: “Get
out the vote”
is a term used
to
describe
efforts
to
target potential voters who support your candidacy and
then make sure they show up at the polls on
election day. These activities usually take
place close to or on election day and can
include neighborhood canvassing, phone
banks and rides to the poll.
Q: Will the party help candidates
work with the news media?
A: Terry R. Cassreino, the party’s
communications director, will be available
to offer advice and suggestions on working
with newspaper reporters, television reporters and radio stations. Cassreino also can
offer suggestions and help with news releases and news conferences.
If you know in advance you have a
newspaper, TV or radio interview on a particular subject, Cassreino may have a list of
talking points he can share. Cassreino’s
talking points are concise, well documented, easy-to-understand facts about
several high-profile state issues that include
education, state finances and the state sales
tax.
At the same time, please remember
that Cassreino may be unable to respond to
you as quickly as you would like because of
the large number of Democrats running for
state, district, legislative and county offices.
Q: Does the party endorse candidates in the August primary?
A: No. If more than one candidate is
running for a specific office, then they will
meet in the August Democratic Party primary to determine the nominee. Because of
that, the party remains neutral in that specific race until voters choose the nominee.
Once a candidate becomes the nominee –
either through the primary election or because no one else has qualified to run for
that office – then the party fully endorses
that person.
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Harrison County Democrats ready for primary

G

ULFPORT – The big news here
is the upcoming August Democratic Party primary.
In preparing for the primary, the
Harrison County Democratic Executive
Committee sent several members to a training session hosted by the Secretary of
State’s office in Hattiesburg on Feb. 27,
2007.
Since then, we’ve been working with
Circuit Clerk Gayle Parker and her deputies
to inventory supplies (voting machines,
those pesky printers and all the paper that
goes with those things) and hire a crew to
help with precinct boxes and all that goes
into TSX voting.
The executive committee also is working with the circuit clerk’s office to train
our poll managers. We plan weekly sessions beginning six weeks prior to the primary; the sessions will be held at the courthouses in Gulfport and Biloxi.
Along with these general sessions,
we plan special, hands-on sessions for
opening/closing managers who can help
make sure the TSX machines give us a
minimal amount of grief the day of the
election.
As always, and across the board, good

“The executive
committee is planning
a ‘meet the candidates’
event to present the
slate of Democrats
running in Harrison
County for state and
local positions.”
poll managers are the key to a good election. We’re blessed with those good folks
here.
The executive committee is planning a
“meet the candidates” event to present the
slate of Democrats running in Harrison
County for state and local positions.
We’re also going to coordinate with the
folks who sponsor our annual Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo around the Fourth of July, as they
plan a “Meet the Candidates” event, too. Prior
to the November general election, we’ll cohost another event where we hope to showcase local as well as statewide candidates.

The date and
COUNTY
time for these events
REPORT
will be posted on
our Web site,
www.hcdec.net, as
plans go forward.
The executive
committee will cohost the event with a
local Democratic
club, the Long Beach
Democrats. I should
mention here that
Long Beach took a
Harry Ferguson
terrific hit from Hurri- Harrison County
cane Katrina, and
many of the members of Long Beach Democrats were among those who lost everything to that storm.
Those folks are coming back strong,
though, and ready to carry forward their
central goal of “Building Democracy in
Long Beach, One Vote at a Time.” The
Harrison County Democratic Executive
Committee looks forward to working
with the Long Beach group and other
such organizations as they form or reform.
The Harrison County Federation of

Democratic Women has also been active.
Their goal over the next year is to learn the
ins-and-outs of lobbying so that they might
more effectively make their voice heard in
Jackson and in local politics.
The federation has been a terrific help
to the Harrison County executive committee in any campaign actions we’ve ever
undertaken, and they are at the center of our
efforts to build a precinct captain program
across the county.
The executive committee, with help
from groups like the federation and Long
Beach Democrats, will do all we can to
help those Democrats who are already candidates in the general election.
We can help with canvassing
neighborhoods, phone banking, bulk mailing and by offering them an Internet presence through our own Web site.
Democrats around the state having
suggestions or questions for us can visit our
Web site and e-mail us at the address there.
Just click on “contact us.” We’d love to
hear from y’all.
Harry Ferguson of Gulfport is chair of
the Harrison County Democratic Executive
Committee.

Making the Magnolia State Blue
one county at a time.

Jones County Democrats
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AROUND THE STATE
 Oktibbeha County
Democrats raise money,
hear from candidates
STARKVILLE – The Oktibbeha County
Democratic Party was active in March with
three major events.
The first was the annual Beans and
Greens fundraiser. The second saw John
Dittmer speak about civil rights to the Federation of Democratic Women. In the final
event, the County Committee hosted the
Mississippi Democratic Party’s 3rd Congressional District meeting.
State Rep. Jamie Franks, the party nominee for lieutenant governor, spoke at the Beans
and Greens dinner. Franks drove home the
point that we must fight to continue Democratic programs such as Social Security in the
best interests of the people of Mississippi.
Along with local candidates, three gubernatorial hopefuls, John Arthur Eaves, Bill
Renick, and Elmer “Louis” Fondren, met with
people before and after the dinner.
On March 19, historian John Dittmer
spoke to the Federation of Democratic
Women about the civil rights movement.
Dittmer demonstrated how important
local people were in the movement. Dittmer

taught at Tougaloo College in the 1960s. The
chair of our Federation of Democratic
Women, Donna Stark, was Dittmer’s student
at Tougaloo.
The following Saturday, the county
executive committee sponsored the 3rd
Congressional District monthly meeting.
Rickey Cole, the party nominee for agriculture commissioner, spoke convincingly of
the importance of the interactive voter database developed by the national and state Democratic parties.
The database will be available in a revised format soon. For $250, county committees will be able to receive data about voters
so the committees can more effectively mobilize Democrats and undecided voters. The
Oktibbeha County Committee will obtain the
data base soon.
– Lorenzo “Ren” Crowell, Oktibbeha
County Democratic Party Executive
Committee Publicity Committee.

 Long Beach Democrats
return in wake of Katrina
LONG BEACH – The Long Beach Democrats organized in early 2004 as part of the
required delegate selection process of the Democratic Party. It was felt a local organization

could be
closer to
the people
than was
possible
with
a
county
organization only.
Long Beach voted 75 percent Republican in the 2004 election, so you can see
what we are fighting.
We were able to find nearly 100 people in
Long Beach (out of about 1,500 who vote Democrat) who could be classified as “active.”
We held two political rallies at the Long Beach
Harbor attended by 200 people each. We had a
band and served catfish dinners.
We also had a number of issue discussions and published a pamphlet explaining us
and what issues are most important to us.
We set up a Web site and began distributing 3,000 bumper stickers telling what Democrats support. We supported a candidate in a
city election who put DEMOCRAT on his
yard sign in big letters – and nearly won.
Then Katrina came and instantly half of
our members were homeless. We did not meet
for 18 months, but we did not give up on the
important idea that we needed to be organized,
and there will be a new and better day ahead.

In the last three months we found
about 50 of our previous members and we
held one official meeting to elect officers
and talk about plans.
We are organizing by precinct, with
dedicated precinct captains who will work
to involve all the remaining Long Beach
Democrats who can be found.
We have a wonderful incentive this year
– our state House seat is open and we have a
great candidate, a real Democrat and union
man, Ed Hatem, running as a Democrat.
We plan to open a campaign office for
Hatem and have a big rally in September,
where Democratic candidates in state races
will be invited to speak on their own behalf
and in support of Ed and our popular state
senator, real Democrat Debbie Dawkins.
We realize that we can’t change the political reality of the nation, state or even
county. But we hope to do our part, and in a
way set an example for others across the state.
We talk a lot about “grass roots” organization, and in Long Beach we are doing
it. If we are successful here, in an overwhelmingly Republican town halfdestroyed by a hurricane, then I’m sure it
can be done anywhere.
– John Tuepker, president, Long Beach
Democrats

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SATURDAY, MAY 12
 Mississippi Democratic Club meets at 10
a.m. at Jackson Municipal Art Gallery, 839 N.
State St., one block south of the Baptist
Hospital. Entrance and parking in rear of the
gallery. Refreshments at 9:30 a.m. For more
information, e-mail info@msdemclub.org.
THURSDAY, MAY 17
 4th Congressional District Democratic
Caucus meets. Location and time: TBD. Call
Clem Parker, (601) 947-8153.
 DeSoto County Democratic Executive
Committee meets at the DeSoto County
Courthouse. Call Sam Williams, (662) 3492266.
TUESDAY, MAY 29
 The Scott County Democratic Executive
Committee holds its Beans and Greens dinner
and fundraiser at 6:30 p.m. at the Alfreda
Lodge in the Roosevelt State Park. Tickets are
$10 each. Call Carolyn Knowles, (601) 4691861.

publication in the July 2007 edition of The
Mississippi Democrat. Contact Terry R.
Cassreino at (601) 969-2913.
THURSDAY, JUNE 21
 4th Congressional District Democratic
Caucus meets. Location and time: TBD. Call
Clem Parker, (601) 947-8153.
 DeSoto County Democratic Executive
Committee meets at the DeSoto County
Courthouse. Call Sam Williams, (662) 349-2266.
SATURDAY, JUNE 23
 Gubernatorial candidate forum at the
Mississippi Press Association annual
convention, 10 a.m., Beau Rivage Resort,
Biloxi. Call the MPA at (601) 981-3060.
SATURDAY, JUNE 30
 Amory Main Street Inc. sponsors oldfashioned political rally, 1 p.m.-5 p.m. in
Frisco Park in downtown Amory. All
candidates are invited. Speeches are limited to
three minutes. The fee to speak is $25. Call
Mitzi Farrar, Amory Main Street manager,
(662) 256-8700.

SATURDAY, JUNE 2
 Mississippi Democratic Party Executive
Committee quarterly meeting in the
auditorium of the Mississippi Department of
Education in Jackson. Time: TBA. Contact
Keelan Sanders at the state party
headquarters, (601) 969-2913.

FRIDAY, JULY 6
 Last day for people to register with their
county circuit clerk to vote in the August
party primary – if their clerk’s office is not
open on Saturday, July 7.

FRIDAY, JUNE 8
 Deadline to buy ads and submit items for

SATURDAY, JULY 7
 Last day to register to vote in counties in

which the circuit clerk’s office is open
today.
THURSDAY, JULY 19
 4th Congressional District Democratic
Caucus meets. Location and time: TBD.
Call Clem Parker, (601) 947-8153.
 DeSoto County Democratic Executive
Committee meets at the DeSoto County
Courthouse. Call Sam Williams, (662) 3492266
SATURDAY, JULY 21
 South Mississippi Political Rally sponsored
by the 4th Congressional District Democrats.
Forrest County Multi Purpose Center, U.S. 49
South in Hattiesburg, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Democratic candidates only are welcome to
speak. Chicken plates, $10. Call Clem Parker,
(601) 947-8153.
WEDNESDAY, JULY 25
 Political speeches at the Neshoba County
Fair. Schedule TBA.
THURSDAY, JULY 26
 Political speeches at the Neshoba County
Fair. Schedule TBA.
TUESDAY, AUG. 7
 Democratic Party primary for state,
district, legislative and county races.
Winners advance to November general
election.

TUESDAY, AUG. 28
 Democratic runoffs for state, district,
legislative and county races. Winners advance to
November general elections.
TUESDAY, SEPT. 11
 Deadline to buy ads and submit items for
publication in the October 2007 edition of The
Mississippi Democrat. Contact Terry R.
Cassreino at (601) 969-2913.
FRIDAY, OCT. 5
 Last day for people to register with their
county circuit clerk to vote in the November
election – if their clerk’s office is not open on
Saturday, Oct. 6.
SATURDAY, OCT. 6
 Last day to register to vote in counties in which
the circuit clerk’s office is open today.
TUESDAY, NOV. 6
 General election.

LIST YOUR EVENT
 Publicize your events in The Mississippi
Democrat quarterly calendar. Send details
to the Mississippi Democratic Party by mail
(P.O. Box 1583, Jackson, MS 39215),
e-mail (cassreino@msdemocrats.net), or
fax (at 601-354-1599). Include the exact
name of the event, the specific location, the
hours and the admission charge. Deadline
is June 8 for the July 2007 newspaper.
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